ZOONOTIC DISEASE

¢z

Zoonotic disease refers to any infectious disease
transmissible TO humans from other vertebrates.
¢ Transmission FROM humans to animals is
sometimes called reverse zoonosis.
« lliness can be bacterial, viral, fungal, or parasitic.
e Zoonotic disease can be spread by direct contact

with an ill animal or a carrier with no symptoms, “ A I et =N
BUT direct contact is not always required. \ A
« Zoonotic disease can be airborne or transmitted by & N8 - 5 y
water, food, or a contaminated surface. - RS ,
People who keep parrots rarely become seriously ill
with a disease contracted from their birds. However the Caution: This brochure does not describe all
risk is not zero. Anyone who spends time with birds zoonoses, all symptoms, or all possib[e means of
should be aware of the reality of zoonotic disease. transmission. It is not medical advice. If you are
concerned about your health because of
Remember: exposure to ill birds or other animals, CONSULT
* Birds can carry organisms capable of causing YOUR DOCTOR. If your bird is showing any sign
illness without developing the disease themselves. of illness, PLEASE HAVE YOUR PET EXAMINED
« Infected birds may shed a pathogen off and on, so BY AN AVIAN VETERINARIAN. R
one negative test may not mean “all clear.” ‘ e &
» Birds may not show obvious signs of illness until
they are very sick.
tail bobbing related to breathing, difficulty flying or
climbing, or discharge from mouth or eyes. '
e As a rule of thumb, if your feathered companion is .
acting oddly, trust your instincts and take your bird SOU rces.
to an avian specialist veterinarian.

» Signs of illness in a bird may be subtle and include
\| y ‘ www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/zoonotic-
L) ‘
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a change in appetite or thirst (most commonly a
decrease but sometimes an increase), fluffed
feathers more often than usual, lethargy, excessive

diseases.html

4 & /{ > 4 www.parrots.org/lp/bird-diseases/ —4
Jv"" www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/ B
’ I S$1326020023006581
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